
Pediatric 

Hearing Loss
Tech That Keeps  

Kids Learning

Hearing loss in children often goes unnoticed, 
leading to speech delays, academic struggles, and 

social challenges. Early identification through regular 
screenings and advanced technology ensures children 

stay engaged and on track developmentally. 

15.2% of U.S. students ages 12–19 have 
measurable hearing loss (≥16 dB HL).1 

11% of children and teens show hearing  
loss on audiograms.2 

Students with hearing issues are more  
likely to miss school and repeat grades.3 

Mild hearing loss is linked to lower grades  
and behavior concerns.4 

Otitis media (middle ear infection) causes  
over 60% of childhood hearing loss worldwide.5 

Even mild or fluctuating hearing loss can affect learning, 
communication, and classroom engagement. Regular screenings 

help identify problems before they hinder development. 

Why Screening 
Matters

The Data Behind the Concern

OAE devices
Measure inner ear 
response to sound.

Tools That Keep 
Kids Learning

Modern technology ensures accurate and 
efficient detection of pediatric hearing loss. 

These tools detect hearing loss early—including 
fluctuating conditions—so children receive timely 
intervention and stay developmentally on track. 

Tympanometers 
Identify middle ear 
issues like effusion.

Audiometers 
Test hearing thresholds 
across frequencies.

Empowering 
the Support 

Network 

School Nurses 
Spot recurring ear infections  
or unclear speech.

Pediatricians 
Conduct hearing screenings and 
monitor developmental progress.

Audiologists 
Test hearing and diagnose 
hearing loss.

Sources: 
https://www.cdc.gov/hearing-loss-children/data/index.html 
https://pubs.asha.org/doi/pdf/10.1044/2024_JSLHR-24-00050 
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaotolaryngology/fullarticle/2809317 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/lary.31908 
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-024-20010-0

Educators 
Recognize when students  
struggle to follow instructions. 

Speech-Language Pathologists 
Address speech and comprehension 
delays linked to hearing. 
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